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PERENNIAL 

Karl Foerster (Feather reed) 
Calamagrostis acutiflora 

 

 Height: 3-5’; Width: 1.5-2.5’ 
 

 Family: Poaceae; Zone 4-10 
 

 Deep green, lustrous foliage from early 
spring to winter; forms erect clumps with 
feathery plumes.   

 

 Tolerates: wet soil, air pollution, black 
walnuts 

 

 Does well in heavy clay soils (unlike other 
ornamental grasses) 
 

 Uses: cut flowers, dried flowers, erosion 
control, rain garden 

Sun: Full to Partial 

Water: average; drought tolerant once established 

Maintenance: divide every 2-3 years; cut previous 

year's growth in late winter or early spring 


